The present study is subdivided into two main sections. The first part focuses on the reception of John Millington Synge's The Playboy of the Western World on the Viennese stages. This play was first performed during the Great War on 13 April 1917: ten years after its first night in Dublin, the The Playboy of the Western World's Vienna debut was hosted by the 'Neue Wiener Bühne in der Wasagasse' -a 'fringe'-like avant-garde playhouse focusing on experimental literary drama. Apparently a play which caused the notorious 'Playboy Riots' when it was first produced at the Dublin Abbey Theatre in 1907, was considered too provocative to be staged by one of the established theatres frequented by the conservative Viennese mainstream audience.
This production was preceded by the play's Austrian premiere at the Salzburg Stadttheater on 13 February 1914 -i.e. approximately five months before the Austro-Hungarian Empire declared war on Serbia on 28 July 1914. This first Austrian production is included in the present analysis in order to show how the Great War affected the reception of the Vienna 1917 production. As the Austrian National Library has just published a digital corpus of the imperial media coverage from 1914-18, 1 the present analysis profits from newly accessible source material on the early Austrian production history of The Playboy of the Western World. 
